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The United States Secret Service is a law enforcement agency that was developed in the early years during the American civil war. The agency works under the Homeland security department, and it was created to deal with the counterfeiting of currency issues in the United States.  The United States Department of treasury faces enormous challenges when it comes to protecting the financial crimes that happen in the state. Therefore, the United States Secret Service is required to help the department in making clear strategies to combat the effect and reduce circumstances that might happen due to the crimes.
Although the law enforcement agency was developed to cater for financial crimes, the agency was given another primary mission for protecting political leaders in the United States. The purpose was added, upon the assassination of the third president of the United States president William McKinley (Ong, 2019). The assassination was a hit to the country, and therefore necessitated the security of all national leaders including the president, the vice president and leaders from other states who visits the United States. Consequently, to achieve all their objectives, the United States Secret service sets strategies that they will follow towards safeguarding the financial system of the United States.
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The United States Department of the treasury, business people, and individuals faced a lot of challenges in counterfeiting; however, currently, the emergence of technology as well as the internet has helped. Many of the financial systems have moved to the internet hence creating methods of cybercrimes and money laundering. The United states predict that financial crimes will surpass the 1.6 trillion dollars every year, and a minimum of one percent of the criminals are caught (Bowen Neal, 2019). Consequently, the effects brought by the less capture of criminals will develop a lucrative and a more significant opportunity for criminals to expand their networks hence performing even more sophisticated financial crimes. 
Despite the government using billions of money in tracing the illegal cash, the level of a criminal caught is still less. The current world has great technology emergence, and hence, criminals use cutting-edge technology; thus the secret service also needs to improvise on the techniques they use. Alternatively, financial criminals also can share financial information with other criminals globally as well as performing transactions in multiple accounts over the world. For instance, according to Quercioli & Smith (2015), argues that for money to supply in the economy, it should be in the hands of the public; however, based on money supply in the United States, sixty percent of currency is circulating overseas. In contrast, the United States secret service is restricted from sharing the financial data in a wide range as they may compromise with their privacy.
The increased problems of combating financial crimes make the law enforcement agency to derive new strategies that will have significant impacts on criminals. Although criminals are also obtaining new ways, the agency will need to adapt and have more sophisticated methods with the help of software engineers and the use of improved technology.  Financial criminals are increasing and are causing more financial losses to the country; for example, the Federal Reserve plays a critical role in protecting the currency from counterfeits by removing the weak currency through verifying every bill that enters the feds vault using the sophisticated equipment (Quercioli & Smith, 2015). The machines used have high speed and can count up to forty laws within one second. The fed also inspects the fitness level of the currency by observing the graffiti and dirty content. Despite all the efforts, the criminals are making more counterfeits in the market.
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United States Secret Service- a law enforcement agency that was formed during the American civil war to perform two primary purposes of protecting and preservation. The agency is required to protect both national leaders and visiting state foreigners. Preservation's purpose is to secure the national financial infrastructure through financial and cybercrime investigation. 
Counterfeits- is the process of imitating the original and it involves manufacturing or distribution of goods under someone else’s name. The secret service has worked hard to protect the reputation of the currency. The main reason the secret service was established was to deal with counterfeit problems in USA.
Blockchain-is an Anti-theft technology design. The purpose of the technology was to allow share and records the activities that are timestamped and verified through a network (Crosby et al., 2016). The technology makes it hard for digital money fraudulent.
Cryptocurrency- is a digital currency which is used to as real money to exchange good and services and uses encrypted cryptographic function to perform businesses (Narayanan et al., 2016). The Virtual currency utilizes blockchain to attain the main objectives of transparency and reorganization.
Big data technology- refers to a software product which considered to examine, develop and excerpt data from enormously multifaceted and hefty information that the previous information systems was unable to handle (Cao et al., 2015).
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The advancement in technology has greatly influenced the financial industry, and for that reason, financial crimes have also changed. The modes of payment have changed from the use of notes and coins to the use of online transactions, credit cards, and the use of checks. The United States Secret service is highly known for performing investigations, preventing, and detecting financial crimes. Consequently, the Secret service is also accountable for protecting the reputation of the US currency. The future of the secret service investigation also needs to expand as technological advancement in the financial industry increases. 
Based on the investigation conducted by the United States, secret service led to more than two thousand arrests around the world. The secret service was able to prevent about 3.6 billion dollars losses in the United States as well as uncover around one billion dollars in actual loss. The financial data to be analyzed has dramatically increased and hence providing the secret service with more work needed to do to perform their investigation. For instance, the secret service agency used more than 35,000 hours to scrutinize 524.83 terabytes of information placed under 2,401 digital forensic (Bowen & Neal, 2019). The financial crimes have increased, especially those resulting from the electronic media.
The financial issue of counterfeiting is reduced by the emergence of electronic money such as bitcoin. However, despite the emergence of electronic money reducing several financial issues, it has raised other financial crimes such as cybercrime, hence needing the secret service to intervene and cooperate with other international agencies to be able to counter the problem. The future for the financial transaction is the use of blockchain and cryptocurrencies. Blockchain is an anti-fraud technology that was developed to preserve the records of activities which are temper-proof and are time-stamped and verified by a distributed network of computers. The use of blockchain makes it hard for fraudulent activities to happen in digital currency.
However, the use of cryptocurrency, which uses blockchain, has resulted in increased financial crimes such as fake initial coin offering, pump and dump, and fraud (Narayanan, 2016). Although not all people have adopted the use of cryptocurrency, the secret service has invested a lot in technology, by use of the best engineers and professional cybersecurity personnel to help in curbing the problems related to the use of digital currency. Similarly, the secret service has also developed innovative cyber methods, which will aid in recognizing and tracking financial crimes as well as finding individuals who plan and arrange fraudulent activities.
The secret service has also implemented a strategy of shifting a lot of its resources in training to be able to get professional individuals to cater to the cybercrimes. Technology is improving greatly, and therefore people are turning to new money handling activities which require people to be keener. Correspondingly, the more technology advances the more criminals gain more opportunities to attack and the field which needs surveillance also increases, thus making the secret service require more staff to focus on the financial crimes.
Additionally, the secret service has also developed a strategy of dealing with the encryption dilemma (Narayanan, 2016). The secret service will include the public and private partners in finding solutions to the challenges arising. There is high encryption that reinforces the US secret service in ensuring there is protection to the financial institution as well as keeping communication between the financial institution and the secret service about compromised data. Many criminals use a high level of encryption when performing their activities, therefore, making it hard for law enforcement to investigate and prosecute them. However, the secret service needs to go dark and get law orders about accessing data because of the suspect use of encryption.
Another strategy used to cater to the current financial problem is through hackathons. Different experts and technologists are brought together and divided into groups to find solutions for some critical problems. Individuals involved in the events are experts in financial crime regulations and engineers and the secret service agents. When the teams get the most sustainable and efficient solutions they will report to the law enforcement agencies and thus combating the problem of financial crimes.
[bookmark: _Toc36320308]Significance of the Study
Several institutions are working to fight with financial crimes; however, the United States Secret service is also making critical strategies on solving the problem. The secret service has invested a lot in advanced tools to monitor and track criminals as well as training more staff to be experts on emerging technologies. The use of cryptocurrencies and blockchain technology has also been highly used, where people are now using more electronic money such as blockchain which has increased cybercrimes. Moreover, there is increased data that needs to be examined and therefore the use of big data analytics is very crucial. Big data knowledge will enable the secret service to easily detect signals through the use of up to date data and how to transform the data into valuable insight (Cockfield, 2015). Similarly, the use of the technology can aid the secret service to use both structured and unstructured data from different sources and aid in connecting the dots and perform investigation faster as well as finding the financial criminals more quickly and efficiently.

[bookmark: _Toc36320309]Summary
The United States Secret Service (USSS) is among the agencies which were formed earlier in the country and it operates under Homeland security. The agency was formed during the American civil war. The purpose of the formation of USSS was to deal with the counterfeit issue which was prevalent. Currently, the law enforcement agency has worked greatly in dealing with financial crimes such as counterfeit and financial fraudulent which happens through the internet in United States. Through the development of technology in the current world, and people now use different methods of payment such as credit card and cryptocurrency, financial crimes have improved making the Secret Service develop new strategies to cater to the current and future financial crimes. Besides, the secret service has focused on strategies such as offering training to the staff about the new financial crimes, investing in current tools such as machine learning and artificial intelligence to easily detect anomaly activities and use of big data analytics to easily analyze huge data and come up with solutions fast.
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